
Learning assessment in 

the time of COVID-19

Examples from Europe and beyond



What did schooling before COVID-19 look like?



Now, over 1.2 billion students are out of school 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2020/03/24/world-bank-education-and-covid-19

As of May 15, 2020

https://www.worldbank.org/en/data/interactive/2020/03/24/world-bank-education-and-covid-19


Most students are not studying at school



Are children learning?



“Out of the classroom” classroom assessment has been made 

possible by connecting students and teachers 

• Online meeting applications (Zoom, Microsoft Teams, Google Meet)

• Specific platforms (Google classrooms, Moodle)

• Applications to record performance tasks

• Messaging platforms (Messenger, WhatsApp, Arist)

• Phones



Germany: Abitur (School-leaving Exam)

• Infection control measures 

• Staggered arrival to examination rooms

• School cleaning and disinfection protocol

• Examination content not amenable to 

these restrictions (for example, science 

experiments) are omitted

UK: Imperial College London 

Medical School Exam 

• Exam delivered 

to graduating 

students at 

home

• 3 hours to 

answer 150 

questions

• Open-book 

format that 

allowed access 

to any material

Exams continued



Ireland: Leaving Certificate

France: Secondary School Leaving 
Exam Baccalaureat (‘Bac’)

• North Macedonia: 

Secondary School 

Leaving Exam

• Norway: Lower 

Secondary Leaving 

And High School 

Exams

• Slovak Republic:

Maturita

• Sweden: Swesat

• United Kingdom:

GCSE, A and AS 

Level Exams

• USA: SAT

• IB Exams

Exams cancelled



Lessons learned (so far) for the future 

• Introduce distance learning plans for rapid transition to distance learning

• Ensure that teachers are supported (through materials and training) and are ready and 

able to teach (including at the right level) in person and through distance solutions

• Make guidance on assessment (including what to assess, how, and when) readily 

accessible to all teachers

• Engage parents in the teaching and learning process throughout the school year

• Improve collaboration between pre-tertiary and tertiary decisionmakers to find suitable 

joint solutions

• Plan for the possibility that exams may not be administered in person



Helpful resources

Global Surveys:

UNESCO, UNICEF and World Bank survey on National Education Responses to COVID-19 School 

Closures

• https://www.research.net/r/COVID-19_School_Closures

Harvard University/OECD survey on the status of education in OECD countries 

• https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9zU9B7zfBpvMA9n

World Bank resources 

• Public Examinations Examined Book

• eLearning for Policymakers and Practitioners eLearning

• What Matters Most for Student Assessment Systems: A Framework Paper

• High-stakes school exams during COVID-19 blog

• Are students still learning during COVID-19? Formative assessment can provide the answer blog

UNESCO resources

• COVID-19: A glance of national coping strategies on high stakes examinations and assessment

• COVID-19 education webinar #4: Managing high-stakes exams and assessments during the 

pandemic

https://www.research.net/r/COVID-19_School_Closures
https://harvard.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_9zU9B7zfBpvMA9n
https://openknowledge.worldbank.org/handle/10986/32352
https://olc.worldbank.org/content/student-assessment-policymakers-and-practitioners
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/INTREAD/Resources/7526469-1335214323234/WP1_READ_web_4-19-12.pdf
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/high-stakes-school-exams-during-covid-19-coronavirus-what-best-approach
https://blogs.worldbank.org/education/are-students-still-learning-during-covid-19-formative-assessment-can-provide-answer
https://en.unesco.org/sites/default/files/unesco_review_of_high-stakes_exams_and_assessments_during_covid-19_en.pdf
https://en.unesco.org/events/managing-high-stakes-exams-and-assessments-during-pandemic-covid-19-education-webinar-4

